The Christmas Stocking

By Marti Healy
It was at the bottom of the box. Carefully folded. Tucked in among the packages that were wrapped in colorful reds
and greens and patterns of snowmen
and Santas. It was my childhood Christmas stocking.
It had been delivered to me in a brown
cardboard box – shipped by my parents
who had obviously uncovered it as they
continue to downsize and dispose of
and pass along a family’s lifetime of accumulation. There, together with the
packages of new surprises and unknown
delights intended for opening this upcoming Christmas morning, was the
unexpected, well-worn, red-and-whitecloth memory.
My hands reached for it ﬁrst. I knew
immediately what it was, of course, even
before I turned it over and saw the familiar script-written “Martha” across the
white band at the top. My heart ﬁlled
with joy and sadness. Simultaneous,
spontaneous, tears and smiles. Something caught in my throat.
This wasn’t my ﬁrst Christmas stocking. Somewhere, in an attic-stored trunk
I know I could ﬁnd that one. Colors faded.
Fabric worn thin, even to nothingness in
places. That original stocking had outlines of Santa in his sleigh and candy
canes. It was long and thin and held my
ﬁrst blocks and a small cloth doll and, later, a set of jacks.
But not far into my life, my mother
must have decided it would be fun for us
all to have matching stockings to hang

across the ﬁreplace mantel. These stockings, however, were for decoration only,
rather than ﬁlling with tiny treasures.
Each of these mantel stockings was
made of red felt. Graduating in sizes –
from Dad’s largest to Mom’s to my older
sister’s to mine as the smallest. A baby-size was added for my little sister after a nine-year spread in ages. Attached
to the top of each stocking was a wide
band of white felt. At the left edge, there
was a cloth loop for hanging. And across
the white top band was written in bright
red ink, in plain script lettering, our ﬁrst
names.
To me, more than anticipated treats
and seasonal secrets, these stockings
represented our family. There we were,
all together, a “set.” Different sizes, different names. But we matched. We were
complete. We belonged to each other.
Hung across that Christmas mantelpiece every year was red-and-white-felt
proof that we were a family.
I don’t remember when the red felt
stockings were ﬁrst omitted from the
rest of the decorations. I suppose they
fell out of fashion after awhile. Or perhaps it was when we began to grow our
own families. And we all moved away to
different houses, different towns, different states.
As the only daughter without my own
family, however, I continued to join the
rest for Christmas in their homes. It is
great fun to be visiting “Aunt Martha,”
who arrives in a ﬂurry of snow and presents and leaves too soon. I have been
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Product Report
Make opening a bottle or can... MAGIC!

The Extreme Magic Opener has
four different sizes to ﬁt the most common bottle cap sizes, including soda
and water.
Never again ﬁght
with a pull-tab can, tug
at a twist top or mangle a metal cap – the
magic Opener handles
each type of beverage
opening with ease and
will become a favorite,
most-used kitchen gadget.
With its magnetic
back and ergonomic shape, it can be
used to open – in addition to plastic
bottles – pull-tab cans, such as soup
cans, and pet food cans, as well as glass
bottles. Its polycarbonate material is
one of the most durable plastics on the

market. Especially helpful for seniors
or those with arthritis or limited hand
strength.
You can watch a video on YouTube.
com by searching "Extreme Magic
Opener.
The entire product line can be
viewed at www.magicOpener.com

CardNinja gives you
convenience and organization!

Holiday time is upon us! This
holiday season give the gift of convenience and organization with CardNinja. For your friends who are into

ﬁtness, have them stop bringing their
bulky wallet to the gym! With CardNinja, they can keep their cash and
most-used cards right where they need
them. Busy parent who always has
their hands full? The constant traveler? This is a lifesaver!
The CardNinja is a spandex pocket with 3M adhesive that attaches to
the back of any smartphone or case
and keeps your ID, cash and up to 8
cards secure. Pick from six great colors
(Black, Gray, Gold, Eggplant, Magen-

ta and Blue) and new patterns (Hawaiian, Paisley, Cheetah, Zebra, Gold Polka Dot) to match your phone and your
style.
CardNinja
retails at $9.95 and is
available online and
in over 7,000 locations nationwide,
including Amazon
Prime, CVS, select
Verizon stores and
all Microcenter locations. Toss your
wallet this holiday
season! CardNinja
is the perfect stocking stuffer or present for anyone and everyone on your
list, even YOU!
Visit www.cubi.co
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To me, more than anticipated
treats and seasonal secrets,
these stockings represented
our family. There we were,
all together, a “set.” Different
sizes, different names. But we
matched. We were complete.
We belonged to each other.
Hung across that Christmas
mantelpiece every year was
red-and-white-felt proof that
we were a family.
blessed to have shared 60 Christmases
with my family – wherever they have
been. I have adored doing it, even though
it has meant leaving my own home for
the holidays for over 35 of those years.
Driving, ﬂying, snow storms, ice, in the
middle of the night – “I’ll be home for
Christmas” no matter what.
This year, however, I have decided
that I will be “home” for Christmas. It is
time that I celebrated in my own home,
with my own wonderful friends and
loved ones right here in this hometown
place that I love so much. And, when
my stocking arrived in a package today,
it was the perfect love- and wisdom-inspired gesture from my family.
So, to each of you, my Christmas wish

this year is that you have your very own
red-felt stocking, a mantel upon which
to hang it, blessings and memories with
which to ﬁll it, and a family to love because of it.
Merry Christmas.

M AR R I AG E

We sleep in separate rooms, we
have dinner apart,
we take separate
vacations.
We’re doing everything we can to
keep our marriage
together.
~Rodney Dangerﬁeld

Nashua, Lowell...and now Chelmsford Oral Surgery

Drs. Stone, Trowbridge,
Diamantis and Field (L-R)

Our practice will now have three convenient locations - each providing the full
scope of oral surgery care. To learn more visit: www.nashuaoralsurgery.com

Nashua (603) 595-9119 • Lowell (978) 458-1264 • Chelmsford (978) 328-0432

